
SUGGESTED LESSON PLAN 
SECTION IV   

RECENT EVENTS 
 

100 minutes 
 
Resource for History, Politics, Conflict Resolution 
 
This section recounts recent events, giving opinions of both sides. 
 
Aim 
The students will gain more depth of understanding of recent events, and will be 
able to reach their own decisions as events unfold further.  
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Show slides 1 – 6 
 
Ask the students to research events of the war, to draw a map of Lebanon,  and 
to mark on the map the area controlled by Hizbollah. 
 
Role Play.  Ask the students to get into groups of about 4 and imagine they are 
UNIFIL soldiers  sent to Lebanon to ensure that Hisbollah does not rearm.  They 
are threatened with death if they try to stop, or report any arms reaching 
Hizbollah.  What would they do? 
 
Show slides 7 – 10 
 
Ask the students to draw a map of the West Bank, and to mark areas where 
Israelis live. 
 
Show slides 11 – 21 
 
Ask the students their opinion on whether it is ethical for Israel to refuse to allow 
material, for example fertilisers, into Gaza which could be used to manufacture 
weapons with which to attack Israeli citizens? 



 
Role Play.   

1.   Ask the students to get into groups of about 4, and to imagine that they 
are the UK Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, and other Cabinet Ministers.  
80,000 rockets have fallen on Dover over a period of 8 years (Population 
of UK roughly 10 times that of Israel). How should they respond?  Allow it 
continue happening? Try to stop the rockets?  How? 

2. Ask the students to get into groups, and imagine they are citizens of Gaza.  
Ask them to tell each other how they feel about their borders being closed, 
and to suggest ways to open them. 

 
Show slide 18 
 
Read these definitions from the Oxford English Dictionary to the students: 

• Abduct 
• ‘Carry off or kidnap, illegally by force or deception’. 
• Kidnap 
• ‘Carry off by illegal force or fraud especially to obtain a ransom’. 
• Arrest 
• ‘Seize (a person) and take into custody especially by legal authority’. 
• Capture 
• ‘Take prisoner; seize as a prize; obtain by force or trickery’. 

 
Ask the students to divide into groups, to discuss the following questions, and to 
share their opinions with the class. 

• When ‘militants’ or terrorists cross a border to take away a soldier from his 
home soil, are they abducting, kidnapping, arresting or capturing him? 

• When a regular army takes away a ‘militant’ or terrorist who has killed 
innocent civilians and is planning more murders, are they abducting, 
kidnapping, arresting or capturing him? 

 
Show slides 24 - 33 
 
Homework 
Write an essay, addressing the following questions: 

• What is the proportional response to rocket attacks? 
• Does Israel use more force than is necessary to achieve its goal – that of 

stopping rocket attacks? 
• Should Israel  
• Launch the same number of rockets at Gaza as are launched at Israel? 
• Arrest, or if resisted, kill the organisers and operators? 
• Reoccupy Gaza? 
• Close the border in order to try to control the amount of weapons being 

smuggled in? 
• Blanket bomb the area? 
• Move Gazan civilians away from the launching area to further away from 

the border so that the militants can be attacked without endangering the 
civilian population? 

• Open the borders and allow the people of Gaza full freedom to enter Israel 
at will, thus risking the possibility that weapons and murderers may come 
in? 

For more information on this subject, see Ethics of War, Section VI. 
 



Show slides 33 - 36 for additional information. 
 
Show slides 37 – 40 for class activities or discussion, or for students to study 
alone. 
 
Outcome 
The students will have gained more depth of understanding of recent events, and 
will be more able to reach their own decisions as events unfold further.  
 


